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NEWSPAPERS REVIBWED

ilef Bat, nl Fayha', Al Manar, Al Insha', a1 kifah,
Al Balag, Al Labas, Al Ayyam, An Nazir, adeluna,
and Al J abal. :

~
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VERY WISE STEP!..

Alef Ba': The economi¢ meeting summoned by the linister
oF the National Beonony wWas held yesterday at 5:00 p.le
in the Finance Minister's Office. The Conferges discussed

at 7:30 p.me will pe resumed at L:00 p.m, today to further
discuss the advisability of establishing & free exchange
market in Syria along with Lebanon.

RAISE OF COST OF LIVING IN SYRIA:

Alef Ba't The Council of Ministers has decided to raise the
prices of bread by 2.5, %, and 10 Fkiasters Syrian ver kilo
according to its quality, hence & new augmentation of 20w

in the cost of living i{s effected.
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CARINET RESHUPFLEY. ..

A4 Eifah: %he Republisens as well uss the Nuticnslisls are
inclined to comply with the request of the Fresident of

the Republic to form & strong natiozal fabinet . The Populars
state that they have not yet officially approachsd on thne
subject. They are, nevertheless, prepared to study evary
proposal presanted te thom and then sither comply with it
when consistant, or refuse it when conbrary.

from very reliable sources comes the news that & strong
understanding exists between the Nationalist and Kapublicuan
leaders and the former is prepared %o support tne present
Catinet in all cases, whather participating in i% or not,

ATTEMPT TO BLOW UP AN NASH:

Al Mapar: A beige colored lorry stopped in front of An ¥asr's
printing Offica at 2:00 a.m. yaeLlerday and a bomb wasg throwd.
The explosion injured certain employeas and damaged the

windows.

The lorry then drove towards Beirut. Tha duty Polive ot
e Kiwan Post having besn informed by tels;hione of the
incident, attemptad to s3top the lorry, bui wers fired on and
swiftly passed.

Minute inquiries into the incident are being carried out
by the Security Department as it causad z greot discontsng
in the c¢ity, '

ARESST OF NATIONALS IN TJ:

Al Manapr: According te naws from dmman, the Transjorden
authorities have laiq hand on and imprisoned a number of
Liberal Naticnals, including Dayl Beyal-damrad, Hatio
Darwaza, Mahmud al-tutalik, Basuir Khattal, and Dr. Nabih
al-Rushaydat,

SELECTION OF JABAL DRUZE DEPUTIES:

Al Kifah: Tae following were selected to represent Jahal

e e 1 ———

Druze iIn the present Chamber of Deputies:

demil Abu Asali, Da'ud al-Hindi, Nayef Nasr, Husayn al.
Shawgi, for Jabal Yruse, and Aqle al-Qutami for the minorities.

L the ...,
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In the Thursday meating of wreconciliation, the afore-
mentioned persons will be nowinated as deputies and then
sent to Uamascus. They are most walcome.

GOVESRNMENT 'S TIMNIDITY BHCOURAGAS CuLINES:
AL Yabas: Under this heading the Nationalist gaper'al abas'
weltes in part: ’

We reiterate to-day thet the lack of vunishwents, and
particularly administravive tunishments are the lactors which
encourage the crimes and attacks. The incident of &n Nasr
zave a new proof that certain cltizens no more care to resort
Lo Court but prefer to take their revenges with their own
hands. '

With the release of those who conduectaa an attack on
the Natiocnalist Party Office, those who had led the cemonstra.
tors in 1939 against the National Regime with the assistancs
of the French; with the release of those who were permitted
by the Directorate of the Police to reach the Nationalist
Vilice, we reiterate that the signes of downfall which was
commencad in 1939 with the protection of the ¥rench is Loday
appearing in a blzser forn.

!

when the liationalist Party Uffice was attacked yesterday,
and Ap Nasr to-day, and when the instijators and the attackers
are tolarated and appologically released, there would come &
day when thay will launch an attack on the office of the
Presidant of the Couneil of Ministers, for the nerves of
the leaders are weak. |

JENLSH CLAIMS REPRODUCED I AMs.tXICAN FAPKRS:

Alef Ba': The following was broadecast by the Damascus Radio:

"The american 'New York Sunday' has published a rerort
among its misleading news that the Druzes are particeipating
in the fight in Palestine on tha side of the Zionist Fangs,
that they are in contact with them, and other similar
allegations inzinuated by the Zionists through the Americaa
and Foreign press correspondents.

"These unfounded reports which the Zionists Press Begte,
spread indicate not only complete ignorance in the maturity
of the Syrians and the nationalist feeling of Syrian zitizens,
but also the foolish propaganda of the Zionists which meets with

: the diszust...
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the disgust of the readers. Similariy disguating are the
P2LOPLS aad intrigues published aad annonneed by the

Lionist propaganda circles. Undoubteaily, these reLoree only
add to tne feeling of hatred against the Jews, and inspire
the readers and andisnce to despise them."

SYRIAN MERIT MEDALS TO TWO TRANSJORDANIANS

.
*

Alef Ba': 4 decres was issuad grantiog the Byrian Merit hedal,
Grade I, te the two Transjordanian notables: Sabyri Pasha
ai~Tabtba' and Isma’il Pasha al-Bilbsysi.

LABOE STRIKE AGAINST FLECTRICITY AJMPANY :

Adef Ba': A great number of industrial laborers demensirated
yesterday in the streets of the Capital in protest against
cutting eluctric current. They met Lhe competent authorities
and requestad their intervention for Futtiog an end to the
daspotism of the slect, o company, particularly because it
disturbs the commare, especlally the textiles and food
preduction, The demonstrators dissagi&tad after shey were
rromised that the problem would sconPBolved.

NATIONALISTS'S BITTER ATTACK OF AN NIDAL

Al Favha': Taking the lead iu the attack on An hidal this
ationalist paper writes in parc:

¥¢ urzed Dr, Sami Xabbara to disown the attack on the
Hationalist rarty office if he was not the iustigetor, in
courtesy to 40 MWPs, and 20 Journalists, all higs colleagunrs
and members of the hationalist Party. Instead he wrote the
following:

Yesterday's iucident wus not an instigation, neitber
was that of 1939...

The ropulation raised in 1935 against your
conspiracy and against French colonization and 1535
#lliance. Had there not been that enger in 1939, the
country would have been ceded to the French and w0
independence which vou alone benefit of had not been
obtained,.. .

_ You destroyed the country until vou banished the
independence and lost Palestine,..

Because you are interested in the independsnce of
the country's properties and funds, and not its
Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R001700010@@@ e iz nty. . .
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soverelgnty, even at the cost of its annihilation,

Do nov concern youself much of the

" ho Bov year 1936, ..
sour Pragident personally admituss in 1943
0

and ia
[ " =
£ 1v36 would

1

frott of the populace that the mistalkes
1ot be repeated and must be fagottan.

v ) ke . N 1 ’

12z, the mistukes ol 1936 have rot returned bot
Tyt amwy 73 L3t T iy er oo o 3 ¥ i Y o
?Jg. ter;x:xg antﬁuuﬂ_xy_l9h;n19h8 maae the papulation
rorsz2t Lne mistakes of 1936..., "

Aditor Tillawi comments:

th_uoh?gich;aragxqeils tge year of 1958 with 1939 when
Rose Cgungsters’ driven for crimey azainst the Mationals
cireated false ailegation to banilsh the salliance and its
iipy%emegigﬂ They tlew up the Navionglist houses, destroved
<k iepublican regime, the Parlizoentary 1i : ispersed
. i : 2y 2 ralamentary life, and disperses
the hationalists. d 9 herses

L . ta . 4

. wust as Fhag bad a3 pretexts the stories of the
RO ArE h [e 3 i g e - F 37 by : T vy o - i
.%“éltvenﬁspd'.t?? Alixm%ce 537 1936, to-day they have the
ﬁxo e? of Pslestine... What have they done for Palestine?
<t WV - p o S . - S JUAR S v SN
%tu_y}eJ veluntesred {or Jinad, contributea for the cause
or distributed bread o the dispersed Palestinizns?. ..

, Ko, they have not done anything of the 80rte.., for the
countries futurs does not interest them. ..

- The editor then goas on to stabs the population's
disgust cf the attuck on the hationalist Pérty'Uf%‘Teh 4
number ¢f them have called on the Prosident nof tﬂn‘ﬂeﬁvﬁl’“
expressing their disgapyroval. . o PERE

. So did a mmber ol Nationalist Deputica who adlitionallv
presented to the President a letter of protest. o

(- oy in o & e vz 7y e b . { $ e §o
. ng?‘udmd&QHS Brancn of the lationalist Farty alsc vigites
the Fresident and presented to him their protest,

oy N A, L A P XTI ) - 4
Cables of disguet have baen reesived by the Party from

various Syrian nunalazats,

P al &8 TIHI

AR Mmoo e s dere v

ARAGT FORCES ADVANCS IN NAGRY:

%; k}&gg: Anma 23= Despite the Sszcurity Council orders, the
sionists continue their aggression in hegev.

Irayi....
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Iraqi. forces have conducted an auvanse along a
20 kilvaeter front beginning {rom zbron  with the attempt
of jolning the Egyptian forces following ths egacuation
of the Jowiah forces from this distriet.

PALESTINIAN STUBENTS IN AMGRICA:

Alef Ba':t The US Government has announcad that Palestinian
students in America shall henceforth be permitted to work

in view of the disturbed conditlion in Falestine, since they
are encount.ered wilh a serious [inancial crisis. Aeccordingly,
the Diraector of the Amsrican-drab Affairs institution has
contacted all universitics and requested thut a2l! assistance
be given to the ralestinian students in this regrect,

JEVISH AGENTS SCATVERED BAUWEEN REFUCBES:

Alef Ba': The Governmant has received yesterday & raport
detalliing the ways of contraband used between the Yurkish
shores and Palestivian poris under control of the Zionists.
The report says:

Yeat, egss, butter and ovher commidities ars shipped on
small steam boats from kersin $n Tuikev, and somstimes Tram
slexandretta, to Tel Aviv and Haifa. 1t is expected that
talks will be conducted batween the Arab statss on oae rars
and Turkey on the other to put an end to the contraband
activities between Turkey and Falestine,

The Competant departmenis are investigating into a

“Ca

problem of an Armenian who bought iron pieces looted from
the Potash Co. in Jericho and carried them to Cyprus and

therce they were shipped to the Jews in Palestine,

Another investijation is beins carrisd out in the case
of a Jew directing an office in Beirut and offering money to
the poor refugees in return for mortaging their properties
in Palestline which are now under Zionist control., e lurther
buys the properties of the refu.ses who do not hope to return
to Palestine. It is learnaed that this office smploys
refugees experienced in brokery and sends them over to Syria
to carry out simil ar transactions with ths refuzees there.

S Y ST
F.GH/JSS/ES
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NEWSPAPERS REVIEWED:

Alef Ba', i} Fagga', An Nagr, Al Alam, Al Inshat;
Al Kifah, Al Qabas, A1 A{yam, An Nazir, Ash-Shabab,
Al kanar, Ad-Duha, and Al Jabal.

MISCELLANEQUS NEJS

Al Ayvam: The economic meeting which was recessed for Wed,
evening at 4:00 was.actually resumed in the office of the
Finance Minister to continue with the discussion of the present
economic crisis in 9yria, The conferees, mostly leuding
{inanciers and truders, unanimously agreed that the enforcement
of the recent Laebanese decision, without a counter measure

by Syria, ‘would cause the transfer: of the Syrian trade to
Lebanon and result with the increase of the difforence between
the Syrian and the Lebanese currencies,

The conferees insisted upon the Government the adoption
of hasty and decisive measures to avoid losses to the Syrian
economy. They requasted the Government to be lenient with the
exporters and importers, to open a free foreign exchange market
and to liguidate all financial reations with France.
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Following the termination of the maeting the Acting
Finance Minister reported to the President on the results
of the meeting in order that necessary decrees ba issued
accordiagly.

DETERIORATION OF ECONOMY IR SYRTa:

Patrol Crisis:

Al Ayyam: 2etrol crisis ip ¥yria has develaped badly enough

as to elfect the commercial ectivities in the country. Leading
merchants have cabled to lIraq, Humania, and Teheran requesting
purchase of this commodity if available. Keplies are expected
within the coming few days.

Labor Strikes And Suspensions:

Whils Ash-Shebab'paper of Aleppo reports the return to
work of 8,000 Induatrial workers (See Pr.Dip.223/5) following
the employers consent to satify their claims regarding the
fixation of salaries, Al Alam. the lLabor Organ in Damascus,
reports the regretabls suspension of LOO tanners on occount
of interruption of electric current of thelr industry.

They have visited the 'paper's office and urged the adoption
of severs measures against 'those who flay around with the
interests of the psople'. They also visited the Mubharlasat
of Damascus with a similar request.

Electric Company's Threats:

Unless mazotte is supplied, the electric Compaay would
be compelled tc cut off the elsctric current as from 1l a.m.
Thursday, Al Kifah reports. The Muhafagat of llamascus has
already been threatened, the raper concludes.

State's Expenditures:

An Nasr: An ammy of civil servants swallows 93,5 million
Syrian Pounds from the State's budget of 1949, #rites this
raper and proves its statemsat with the following figures:

In the year 1945 only 35.5# of ths Budget went to the
State officials, while in 1946 %he rate went up to 48p, in
1947 to 49.5 and in the year 1948 to 50%. 1In 1949, 50.8%
of the Budget will go to the officiale.

In a State (Syria) with a population not exceeding 4.5
million there are presantly 20,825 Civil Servants, with 134l

officials...
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~officials than La 1948. With simple equation we coms to a
" conclusion that to every 172 eitizens there is one state
offieiql; this is comparatively great, as it would mean
that in the present aconomic downfall each taxepayer will
have t0 pay &5.71 Pounds Syrian in order to cop up with the
expenses thus incurred. This taxepayer will naturally fall
to pay this amount because of the decrease of his income
owing to the lack of a sound and atable economic policy

in the country.

The paper then advises the members of the Farliament

to discuss the matter carefully as the whole responsibility
of the country's future is laid upon them,.. '

Interruption of Prass:
Owing to ths constant interruprtlon of electric currents

A1 Balad and Al Fayba have announced their regratable suspension
until furtner notice.

ALWAYS FROTESTING:

41 syyam: This paper along with the Nationalist papers
continued today to publish text of ciubles received from the
various Syrian cities protesting agalnst the attack on the

- Nationalist Party Offica.

FIRST DRAFTEBS IN TRAINING CAlMFS:

Alef Ba': iUrafteas for the Service of the Flag have arrived
vesterday in the Capital from the kuhafazas of Huran, Homs,
ama, and S-lamiyya, They ware rescaived in Demascus with
applause, while they were singing national songs, They
proceeded then to the barracks at watana.

AVIATION AGREAENT BIT. wiN TURAEY ahD SYiiIA:

Alef Ba': The Syrian Government has agreed to conduct talks
with the Turkish Government for concluding an aviation agreement
betwean the two countries. Talks are expected bto start next
week, _ ‘ '

PROGRAM OF THE VISIT OF UNESCQO DELRGATIONS:

Alef Ba': The Minister of Fullic iastruction hes arrived
in Damascus to make preparations for the visit of Damascue of
the UNESCO delegations next Sunday. The program wiil consist

Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R0017000t0002-9,
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of going on foot around the Syrian University, the Naticnal
Antiquity Dept., the Mosque of Sultan Salim, the Al-‘azm Palace,
through Madhat Pasha market, the Ummayyad Mosque, and Juq al~
Hamidiyyeh. They will then take their cars from al-tamidiyyah
through the strests of An Hasr Rami, the Marjeh, the Serail,
Victoria Bridge, to Muhajirin aiong the Tramline. They will
return then through streets of Abu al-'ala, Parliement, Brazil,
Faruq Victoria, Sa'd-Allah al-dubini, until the Oriant Palace
where a lunch party will be given in thelr honor.

TRUTH IN RAYYIS® CASRE:

Al Kifah: This paper reveals the facts behind the assault on
Bunir al-Rayyis. 1t writes: Munir al-Rayyis approached Muhsin
al-Barazi, while the latter held the Interior portfolio, aske-
ing his intercession with the huvhufiz of Aleppo for the clas-
sification of Rayyis' brother. Tne Muhafig refused the
recommendation of the Minister in this respect, and Rayyia’'
brother remasined unclassified. Rayyis got angry, and sent
the well known cable to the Fresident accusing the Minister,
cable for whieh he was imprisoned. after higs ralease, he
started his campaign against Barazl in his paper. These
attacks could not bs tolerated by the Barazi famlily, and
drove the Minister's nephaew, Faysal, to attack the life of
Munir al-Rayyis, the attacik which was condemned by every

wise man, including the Minister himself.

-— e e e i W e wm A

MEETING, November 25, 1948:

an Nasr: When the decrees accepting the resignation of the
Nafionalist Ministers and of vahbi al-Hariri were read at the
beginning of the meeting, Adib Nassur (Hama-Ind) pointed out
that "five stars have disaype ared, and it is the right of
the House and the people to learn the reasons for their
resignation.” Dawalibi (Aleppo-P] demanded an official
statement and quoted a declaration by one of the resigning
ministers that “it is not possible to work in a goverament
characterized with bribery and disrespeciing law."

Bakri (Damascus-P) drew the attention of the Government
to the petrol crisis, to the lamentable condition of women and
0ld people running with empty tins after kerosene carts, and
to the factoriea’cessation of work because of inadequate and
interrupted electricity.

Speaker....
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Speaker Haffar answsred that the idnisters have
apparently assumed that the meetins would be hold at five
instead of 4:00 p.m, and hence have not shown up. e urzed
the deputies to limit thelr discussion Lo t he guestions
on the agenda until the arrival of the ministere.

When the Secretary started to read the bills submitted
by Parliament, Ganbar {Aleppo-F) reiterated his previous demand
to bold a special meetiny Lo dlscuss Ltyxation. Homad (Aleppo-¥)
asked the 3Speaker to demand from the Government Lo write to
the Turkish Government and request a copy of the Taxation
Report prepared by a professor of ecodomy in the Universlty

of Istanbul.

The meating recessed for 15 midutes undil the arrival
of the Ministers. It uas resumed when hardam, Ghawmzi, Rifa'i,
and Barani arrived. when the secretary read the ndmes ol
the deputies selected in ille new parliamantary committzes,
Dawalibi speaking on tehalf of the People's Party declared
the withdrawal of the Party's' deputies from these commitiees.
So did a number of Indepeudents who declared their support
to the People's deputies and Lhelr resignation from the
committees too.

The Faople's Party deputies. next eriticized the auzmenta~
ticn of the number of civil eervants., bSiba'i (Homs-Y)
poianted out that there is u civil servant for every 176
inhabitants, a condition unusual in the whole world.

#hen the Secratary started to read the budgetts bill,
H urani (Hama-P) objested reasoning that the liouse should
fiyrst discuss the naw bills of taxation. The Speaker
adjourned the mesting until 5:00 p.m. of next Thursday to
pive time to the deputles to study the details of the budget.,
Befors the deguties dispersed, Itremier Mardam stood and said:

"I am aware of your snd the people's desire to
learn the various developments of the Palnstine guestion.
Therefore, I proposs the holding ol a special meatin;
next honday evening which I recommend to be a ¢lose one,
If the House wants it to be public, the Government does
not object provide that the Government's statement be
read in a secret meeting.”

A number of deputies approved, but Rikhya {Uprosition
Leader) remarked that there is no need Jor seurecy, since the
Palestine question has becomg an incernational one, and
furthar the people are anxious to hear the develepments for
themselves.

Mardam
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Mardam answered that there are questions which should
be kept secrat, and therefore, the Covernment ic anxiows
to deliver a statement in a secret meeting. Yet, 1f the
House finds out that it tould bde revenled to the public, it
could decida 80,

At ths request of Kikhiya, the Spesker asked the deputies
to vote whether they prefer a sgcret or public meeting, and
the majority voted for a secrat neeting. :

PALESTLN

=

=

THQ _REASCHNS FOI FAILURE OF ARAB ARMIES:

alef Ba': In the mesting of the 'Iragi Parliament, Premler
kuzahim al-Fajaji attributed the fatlure of the Arab Armies
to liberate ‘Palsstine to TWO regsons: first, the flrst
truce, and second, the pon-unification of the Arab Aymles’
comuands: The Prime iinister then stated: WTha Arab States
have always been avoiding the unification of commapd for aa
‘reasons I know of, with the excoption of 3Jyris, which has

. always walcomed this step.” He concludad: "We still nave
a big chance to liberate the Holy Land, on condition weé
unify our commands and maet the Jews in 4 state of military
unification.”

RP.Y T, TR T
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